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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PANAMA 05743 121328Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PA-02 PRS-01 INR-07 /025 W 

121014 122123Z/75 

R 121219Z AUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3138 
INFO PANCANAL 
USCINCSO 

UNCLAS PANAMA 5743 

DEPT FOR ARA/PAF AND PAN 
USCINCSO FOR J-2 AND PAO 
PANCANAL FOR IO 

EO 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN, PN 

SUBJECT: MEDIA REACTIONS 

FOLG SENT ACTION USINFO WASHDC INFO DEPARTMENT R 121217Z AUG 77 

FROM USIS/PANAMA RPTD YOUR INFO 

QUOTE 

UNCLAS 

SECSTATE FOR ARA/PAF & PAN 
EO 11652: N/A 
MEDIA REACTION 

1 . PANAMA CITY- TREATY NEGOTIATIONS: NEWS OF AGREEMENT 
ON BASIC PRINCIPLES FOR CANAL TREATY DOMINATE ALL MEDIA. 

BOTH TV NETWORKS AND MAJOR RADIO STATIONS CARRIED BUNKER/ 

LINOWITZ AND PANAMANIAN NEGOTIATOR ESCOBAR STATEMENTS 
LIVE EVENING OF AUGUST 10. CHANNEL 4 DEVOTED MAJOR PART 

OF ITS LATER NEWSCAST TO INTERVIEWS WITH PANAMANIAN 
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NEGOTIATORS. 

2. ALL MORNINGERS AUGUST 1 1 HEADLINE TREATY STORY. PRO- 
GOP CIRTICA'S BANNER HEAD READS, "TREATY: EXCLUSIVE 
INFORMATION ON NEW AGREEMENT." ENTIRE FRONT PAGE DEVOTED 
TO STORY, WITH OTHER STORIES HEADED, "THOSE WHO NEGOTIATE 
QUALIFY TREATY," "JOY TO THE WORLD" AND "NATIONAL HOLIDAY 
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TODAY”. 

3. PRO-GOP MATUTINO'S BANNER HEAD READS, "WITH NEW 
TREATY EXPENSIVE CONCEPTS SUCH AS PERPETUITY WILL 
DISAPPEAR, DECLARES ROMULO ESCOBAR." REST OF PAGE ONE 

IS DEVOTED TO BUNKER/LINOWITZ STATEMENT, WITH HEAD, "VIA 
LONG AND DIFFICULT PATH WE HAVE ACHIEVED NEW RELATIONSHIP 
BENEFICIAL FOR OUR COUNTRIES, STATES AMB. BUNKER." 

4. SEMI-INDEPENDENT LA ESTRELLA AND SISTER ENGLISH STAR 

& HERALD ALSO LEAD FRONT PAGES WITH TREATY STORY, HEADED, 
"PANAMA AND U.S. ACHIEVE AGREEMENT FOR NEW CANAL TREATY: 
BASE FOR A NEW RELATIONSHIP; POSITIVE STEP IN RELATIONS 
WITH LATAM; PANAMA RECOGNIZES STATURE OF U.S. NEGOTIATORS" 
IN LA ESTRELLA, AND "PANAMA AND U.S. ARRIVE AT HISTORIC 
AGREEMENT" IN STAR & HERALD. 

5. ALL MORNINGERS CARRY FRONT PAGE PHOTOS OF BUNKER/ 
LINOWITZ STATEMENT AND OF U.S. NEGOTIATORS MEETING WITH 
GENERAL TORRIJOS, AS WELL AS TORRIJOS ANNOUNCEMENT THAT 
TODAY IS NATIONAL HOLIDAY. 

6. LA ESTRELLA ALSO RUNS PAGE ONE AP LA PAZ STORY ON 
"REJOICING IN BOLIVIA" ABOUT NEW AGREEMENT. STAR & 

HERALD HAS AP WASHINGTON GEORGE GEDDA BYLINER, "HISTORICAL 
FACTS ABOUT PAN CANAL." 
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7. CRITICA'S LEAD STORY BEGINS, "THAT WHICH FOR MANY 
YEARS WAS AN UNREALIZABLE DREAM OR A BITTER NIGHTMARE, 
HAS ENDED. 73 YEARS OF IGNOMINY AND 13 YEARS OF AN 
INTENSE DIPLOMATIC BATTLE HAVE GIVEN VICTORY TO RIVAL 
TO WHOM SPECULATORS DID NOT GIVE LEASE CHANGE BEFORE 
POWERFUL COMBATANT. PANAMA, BEFORE EYES OF WORLD, HAS 
RISEN WITH VICTORY, VICTORY WHICH ALL PEOPLE OF PLANET 
HAVE TAKEN AS THEIR OWN." 

8. CRITICA STORY QUOTES UNNAMED SOURCE AS TO SEVERAL 
PROVISIONS OF TREATY, INCLUDING REDUCTION OF MILITARY 
FORCES AND PROTECTION OF WORKERS. PAPER USES AS TIME 
BASE SIGNING OF TREATY ITSELF, RATHER THAN RATIFICATION: 
"THE RAILROAD AND BALBOA AND CRISTOBAL PORTS WILL PASS 
TO PANAMA UPON SIGNING OF TREATY". 

9. CRITICA PATS ITSELF ON THE BACK BY QUOTING AN 
UNNAMED PANAMANIAN NEGOTIATOR AS SAYING AUGUST 10 
CRITICA HELPED PUSH NEGOTIATIONS ALONG, BY "ANNOUNCING 
CERTAIN INTRANSIGENCE ON PART OF U.S. NEGOTIATORS IN 
FINAL CONVERSATIONS." 
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10. CRITICA EDIT, "PANAMA HAS TRIUMPHED", SAYS TRIUMPH 
WAS "BECAUSE OF COURAGE OF ITS SONS, ITS LIBERTIAN 
ADVOCACY, BECAUSE WE WOULD NOT ACCEPT THAT THE INVADING 
BOOT MAINTAIN ITSELF IN PERPETUITY IN OUR TERRITORY... 

BECAUSE PANAMA KNEW HOW TO UNITE... ALL THE FORCES OF 
NATION, ... BECAUSE IN MOST ANGUISHING STEP OF FIERY 

FIGHT PANAMA HAS LEADER LIKE COMMANDER TORRIJOS AND TEAM OF 
NEGOTIATORS." 

11. MATUTINO EDITORIALIZES THAT AGREEMENT WAS TRIUMPH 
FOR BOTH PARTIES, RESULTING FROM "CLIMATE OF RESPECT 
WITHIN DECISION, SOBRIETY IN GESTURES AND PARSIMONY OF 
WORDS (IN WHICH) IT WAS EASY FOR THE SEED OF UNDERSTAND- 
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ING TO GERMINATE, BE BORN AND BEAR FRUIT." 

12. BOTH U.S. AND PANAMA PROFIT FROM AGREEMENT, SAYS 
MATUTINO: PANAMA BY ACHIEVING "DETERMINATION OF FIXED 
PERIOD FOR TERMINATION OF SITUATION WHICH HAD 
PRETENSIONS OF ETERNITY" AND U.S., WHICH NOW FREES 
ITSELF "FROM STIGMA OF SIN OF PREPONDERANCE, ARROGANCE 
AND INTRANSIGENCE, WHICH OBSCURED IMAGE OF ITS 
DEMOCRATIC WORLD LEADERSHIP". AT SAME TIME U.S. "HAS 
OBTAINED BY ITS GESTURE THE RESPECTFUL RECOGNITION OF 
AN ENTIRE CONTINENT AND THE CLEAR APPROVAL OF THE GREAT 
MAIORITY OF THE THINKING POPULATION OF THE PLANET." 

THE ONLY PROMISE YET TO BE FULFILLED, SAYS MATUTINO, IS 
THAT WHICH THE SENATE MUST CARRY OUT, "FACING HISTORY, 

RIGHT, IUSTICE AND THE WORLD." ITEM 
UNQUOTE 
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